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SUBJECT: TIMES ARTICLE ON RETURN OF THE CROWN 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY PAUL HOFMANN 
ENTITLED " BUDAPEST DISMAYED BY POSSIBILITY MRS. CARTER 
MAY DELIVERY CROWN", WHICH APPEARED ON PAGE 46 OF THE 
DECEMBER 12 EDITION OF THE NEW YORK TIMES. 

BEGIN TEXT: VIENNA, DECEMBER 1 1 - SPECULATION THAT PRESI- 
DENT CARTER MAY ENTRUST HIS WIFE, ROSALYNN, WITH THE MIS- 
SION OF TAKING THE HISTORIC CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN BACK TO 
HUNGARY HAS CAUSED BAFFLEMENT CLOSE TO DISPLEASURE IN 
BUDAPEST. 

HUNGARIAN DIPLOMATS IN VIENNA AND QUALIFIED SOURCES REACH- 
ED BY TELEPHONE IN BUDAPEST SAID, IN ALMOST IDENTICAL 
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WORDS, "LET'S HOPE IT ISN'T TRUE." 

A HUNGARIAN OFFICIAL HERE COMMENTED: "IF THE AMERICAN PRE- 
SIDENT PLANS TO HAVE HIS WIFE RETURN OUR CROWN, HE MAY BE 
MEANING TO PERFORM A NICE GESTURE. BUT SHE WOULDN'T JUST 
BRING US A BUNCH OF FLOWERS. THE CROWN IS OUR SUPREME 
NATIONAL SYMBOL, REVERED BY EVERY HUNGARIAN. WITH ALL 
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RESPECT FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN, WE SHOULD VERY 
MUCH PREFER A HIGH UNITED STATES OFFICIAL, AND POSSIBLY 
A DELEGATION FROM THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, TO BRING 
BACK THE CROWN." 

A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST IN BUDAPEST SAID; "OUR PEOPLE 
HAVEN'T BEEN OFFICIALLY INFORMED YET THAT THE HOLY CROWN 
IS ABOUT TO COME HOME, BUT THEY LISTEN TO FOREIGN RADIO 
STATIONS AND KNOW, OF COURSE, WHAT IS GOING ON BETWEEN 
HUNGARY AND THE UNITED STATES. I'M VERY MUCH AFRAID 
MOST PEOPLE JUST WOULDN’T UNDERSTAND IF MRS. CARTER WERE 
TO BRING OUR RELIGIOUS AND NATIONAL TREASURE. YOU KNOW, 

THE CROWN STRIKES VERY DEEP EMOTIONAL CHORDS IN EVERY 
HUNGARIAN." 

AMERICAN SOURCES SAID THE WAY THE RELIC SHOULD BE HANDED 
BACK TO HUNGARY AFTER 32 YEARS IN THE SAFEKEEPING OF 
THE UNITED STATES WAS NOW BEING DISCUSSED BETWEEN WASHING- 
TON AND BUDAPEST. VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND SECRETARY 
OF STATE CYRUS R. VANCE HAVE BEEN MENTIONED AS POSSIBLE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF PRESIDENT CARTER FOR THE EVENT. 

HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS SAID PLANS FOR A CEREMONY IN BUDAPEST 
WERE WELL ADVANCED. IT IS TO BE HELD IN THE PARLIAMENT 
BUILDING ON THE DANUBE, WITH PRESIDENT PAL LOSONCZI 
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TAKING POSSESSION ON BEHALF OF HUNGARY. MEMBERS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AS WELL AS OTHER 
HIGH DIGNITARIES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF CULTURAL LIFE 
ARE TO ATTEND. THE ROLES OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH ARE APPARENTLY NOT YET DEFINED. 

ONE WELL-INFORMED SOURCE IN BUDAPEST SUGGESTED THAT 
BOTH JANOS KADAR, THE PARTY LEADER, AND LASZLO CARDINAL 
LEKAI, THE CATHOLIC PRIMATE, MAY BE PRESENT. CHURCH- 
STATE RELATIONS HAVE GREATLY IMPROVED IN RECENT YEARS. 

THE CROWN WAS GIVEN, ACCORDING TO TRADITION, BY POPE 
SYLVESTER II TO ST. STEPHEN, HUNGARY'S FIRST KING, AROUND 
A.D. 1000. EVER SINCE IT HAS BEEN CONSIDERED THE SUPREME 
SYMBOL OF HUNGARIAN NATIONHOOD. 

IN 1945, WHEN SOVIET TROOPS WERE ABOUT TO DISLODGE 
GERMAN FORCES FROM BUDAPEST, PRO-WESTERN HUNGARIANS GAVE 
THE CROWN TO UNITED STATES ARMY OFFICERS FOR SAFEKEEPING. 
THE RELIC HAS BEEN IN THE UNITED STATES EVER SINCE, FOR 
THE MOST PART IN FORT KNOX, KY. 
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THE UNITED STATES RECENTLY ANNOUNCED ITS INTENTION TO 
RETURN IT, ALTHOUGH SOME HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN GROUPS 
OPPOSE THE MOVE. EARLY PLANS CALLED FOR SECRETARY OF 
STATE VANCE TO TAKE THE CROWN TO HUNGARY FOLLOWING A 
MEETING OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION IN 
BRUSSELS THIS MONTH. 

OFFICIALS SAID THERE WAS A CHANCE THAT THE CROWN WOULD 
BE PRESENTED AT THE END OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S FORTH- 
COMING VISIT TO EUROPE. THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF IS NOT 
EXPECTED TO GO TO HUNGARY. END TEXT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE PREPARED 
FOR DEPARTMENT S PRESS SPOKESMAN ON DECEMBER 12. THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 296345 

SUBJECT WAS NOT RPT NOT RAISED AT THE DECEMBER 12 BRIEF- 
ING. 

BEGIN TEXT: QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE 
NEW YORK TIMES STORY TODAY THAT MRS. CARTER MAY RETURN 
THE CROWN? 

ANSWER: THE DECISION TO RETURN THE CROWN REMAINS FIRM. 
NO FINAL DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE AS TO THE DATE OF THE 
RETURN OR REGARDING THE LEADER OR SPECIFIC COMPOSITION 
OF THE U.S. DELEGATION, AND THE BROAD OUTLINE OF THE 
TRANSFER HAS BEEN AGREED TO BY THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

QUESTION: THE ARTICLE IMPLIES THAT NO U.S. CONGRESSION- 
AL PARTICIPATION IS PLANNED. IS THIS CORRECT? 

ANSWER: IT IS OUR INTENTION THAT THE AMERICAN DELEGATION, 
LED BY THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT, 
WITH EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE AND PUBLIC MEMBERS, BROADLY 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, WILL IN PUBLIC 
CEREMONY IN BUDAPEST RETURN THE CROWN TO A SIMILAR 
HUNGARIAN DELEGATION. 

QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT PARTICIPATION BY KADAR AND THE 
CARDINAL? 

ANSWER: JUST AS WE HAVE YET TO DESIGNATE U.S. OFFICIALS 
WHO WILL BE IN OUR DELEGATION, THE HUNGARIANS HAVE NOT 
DONE SO EITHER. THE HUNGARIANS HAVE STATED THAT THEY 
WILL INVITE THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF THE CATHOLIC, 
PROTESTANT AND JEWISH COMMUNITIES, AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS, TO BE PART OF THEIR DELEGATION. 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE CARDINAL PRIMATE, WHO HAS WEL- 
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COMED THE RETURN OF THE CROWN, WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITA- 
TION TO BE AMONG THE DELEGATION. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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